
About DR3
DR3 is a wholly owned subsidiary of the  

St. Vincent de Paul Society of Lane County,  

a 501(c)3 nonprofit based in Eugene, Oregon.  

St. Vincent de Paul is an internationally 

recognized leader in developing economic 

development opportunities from waste stream 

diversion. We manage six recycling programs 

including the largest mattress recycling program 

in North America, appliance and CFC recycling/

reuse, a glass foundry, textile recycling, Styrofoam 

recycling, and a woodshop. Any profits benefit 

more than 84,000 low-income, homeless and  

at-risk individuals who utilize our services  

every year.

Recycling FiguRes FoR 2009

Scrap Metal 2,500 tons 

Clothing and Accessories 1,540 tons

Wood Waste 180 tons

Glass 110 tons 

Plastic 103 tons 

BRiNGiNG ECONOMiC DEVELOPMENt  
AND WAStE DiVERSiON OPPORtuNitiES  
tO YOuR COMMuNitY

Mattress   
Recycling

DR3Start your program
if your city, county, solid waste district, or 

nonprofit corporation is interested in setting 

up a mattress recycling program, please 

contact DR3 Mattress Recycling at  

(541) 687-5820.

DR3 Mattress Recycling

c/o St. Vincent de Paul

P.O. Box 24608, Eugene, OR 97402

(541) 687-5820 

www.mattressrecycling.us 

Support for this publication was provided by the  

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.



Why choose the DR3 program? 
DR3 is the world leader in mattress recycling.   

Our Oakland, California facility (started in 1999) was the 

first commercially viable mattress recycling program 

in the world. today, DR3 Mattress Recycling’s 

facilities in Oakland and Eugene, Oregon process 

more mattresses than all other mattress recycling 

programs in North America combined.

Set up correctly, a mattress recycling business will... 

• Create jobs and job-training opportunities  

 for entry-level workers

• Responsibly reuse and recycle materials

• Provide quality goods and services to the community

• Generate revenue to support charitable activities

Other recycling opportunities
Appliance Recycling: We process major appliances, 

propane tanks, and fire extinguishers for recycling. 

Whenever possible, appliances are repaired and 

sold in our thrift stores. We are the largest non-profit 

EPA-certified reclaimer/recycler of ozone-depleting 

CFC gases on the west coast.

Aurora glass: Window glass (unlike other types 

of glass) has few applications for recycling. We use 

a small batch furnace to melt the glass and create 

a line of beautiful gifts, architectural accents, and 

awards.  Visit us at www.auroraglass.org. 

eco-Fiber: We reuse post-manufacturing textile 

waste to make cotton and polyester batting, which is 

used in mattresses, furniture, and pet beds.

eco-Fire: used candles and cotton are combined to 

create a simple fire starter. this product is popular 

with campers, hikers and fireplace owners. 

Woodshop: We utilize unwanted cut-offs from local 

wood-product manufacturers to produce a line of 

new pine and melamine furniture. 

For more information about these programs call 

(541) 687-5820 or visit www.svdp.us.

The benefits of 
mattress recycling
Why recycle mattresses? the average American 

replaces their mattress and boxspring every nine 

years. there are literally millions of mattresses put 

into landfills each year.

 

What are the environmental benefits? 

Mattresses and boxsprings are a nuisance in the 

waste stream.  they take up large amounts of 

space at transfer stations and landfills, create 

flammable air pockets, do not compact well, and 

can create dangerous conditions for

workers. 

 

How much can be recycled? About 85 

percent of the contents of a typical mattress 

or boxspring are recyclable. DR3 Recycling has 

created a system of breaking down mattresses 

and boxsprings, separating out the different 

components, and sorting them for recycling.  

What are the economic-development 

benefits? Mattress recycling creates entry-

level jobs that are appropriate for people with 

barriers to employment. Workers are trained in 

highly transferable skills such as driving a forklift, 

operating machinery and warehouse safety.  

the DR3 facility in Oakland employs 17 people. 

85% of the contents of a typical mattress are recyclable


